Classical Sanskrit Literature
Jayadeva
Jayadeva was one of the five famous poets in the
court of King Lakshmanasena of Bengal and must,
therefore, be assigned to the 12th century A* D, Jaya-
deva 9s Gita govinda, also known   as  Ashtapadi forms
a blending of the lyrical and the dramatic elements*
Though 'there  are  three   characters   in  the   poem,
Krishna, Radha and a friend of the latter, there is no
dialogue in the poem, but we have only monologues
addressed by one of the characters to a silent listener.
Each canto begins and ends with some stanzas in the
usual classical metres and the main portions which are
in the form   of songs,   set to prescribed   tunes,   are
introduced between them.   These songs  are generally
composed of 8 musical feet and hence   each song  is
known as  an  Ashtapadi*   The book  on   the   whole
consists of 12 chapters and 24 Ashtapadis.    The work
describes the love of Radha and Krishna and depicts
their love in its various stages like yearning, expectancy
disappointment, estrangement and reconciliation, ending
in the ultimate joy of their union.
The skilful repetition of sound effects produces a verbal melody without any artificial strain. No doubt lon| compounds abound; but the words used are never unfamiliar or harsh. The heaviness of the compounds B forgotten because of the ecstatic harmony of words and the poetic excellence of the descriptions. The emotions described are as spontaneous as they are intense. The psychology of lovers and